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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------""""
97-820 5 November 1981 Washington, D.C.
A VERY SPECIAL OPPORTUNIty. At a time when a slow economy blocks many avenues of
opportunity for young people, military careers are appealing to many.
Financial and educational inducements to join the military have grown better
and better these past several years. And young people entering the military always
have had the satisfaction of knowing they are doing a great service for our nation.
Each year it is my privilege as a Member of Congress to nominate outstanding
young men and women from my Congressional District to the U.S. Service academies ---
the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland; the Military Academy at West Point, New
York; the Air Force Academy near Colorado Springs, Colorado; and the Merchant Marine
Academy at Kings Point, New York.
These nominations provide a very special opportunity for young South Texans to
get an ezc:ellent education while serving their country.
The young men and women I nominate must be the cream of the crop. They must
meet four basic requirements: (1) have U.S. citizenship, (2) have legal residence in
the 15th Congressional District, (3) be between 17 and 22 years old as of July I,
1982, and (4) not be married, pregnant, or have legal obligations to support a child
or children.
Other factors taken into account include:
Scholarship. Besides being of good moral character, each nominee must be a good
student with above average grades in such studies as mathematics, science and
English. SAT and ACT Test scores also are evaluated, so those interested should
contact their high school counselor to find out test dates.
Leadership. Activities such as sports, scouting, and church are considered as
potential indicators of leadership, as is work experience because of family need.
Medical fitness. Each applicant must be, in. outstanding physical condition, in-
cluding coordination, strength and agility, and must pass a medical fitness 'test by
the Department of Defense Medical Examination Review Board.
Goals and desires are also taken into consideration when the academies make
their selections.
Young South Texans who feel they meet these requirements may write to me at my
Washington office, 1434 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C., 20515, no
later than December 30 for the class entering the following July.
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_-----Sl!lOZ ":>"0 'NO~DNIHS\fM 'S:lJ\U\f~N:lS:lHd:lH:lO :ISnOH "S"n-----_
Page Two
Prospective nominees should send (1) a transcript of their high school record
which should be updated each semester, (2) a recent photograph - a clear snapshot
will do, (3) a summary of school, church and other civic activities, (4) date of
birth, (5) Social Security number, and (6) recommendation letters from people such
as a pastor, teacher or adult leader who has had close contact with the applicant.
A large number of recommendations does not assure .nomination. The purpose of the
recommendation is to learn more about an applicant, so a few well chosen letters
are best.
To each academy I will nominate one principal and nine alternates, except to
the Merchant Marine Academy, to which I will nominate 10 equally qualified appli-
cants.
If the principal candidate drops out --- and this does happen --- the first
alternate moves up to that position. In the case of the Merchant Marine Academy,
nominees compete against each other statewide for the available spots in Texas.
Once an applicant receives a nomination he or she must meet all academy re-
quirements in order to be selected. Each applicant will be notified of the outcome
on their application.
Besides your Congressman, the President and all U.S. senators are permitted to
nominate. It is a great honor for me to be able to select young South Texans who
I feel will represent our part of the country admirably and who will lead d1stin-
guished careers in the military.
* * *
COAST GUARD ACADEMY. The U.S. Coast Guard Academy at New London, Connecticut, has
application procedures completely different from the rest of the academies, although
basic requirements are similar to the others. The Academy conducts an annual nation-
wide competition based largely on high school rank, performance on the ACT and SAT
tests, and leadership potential.
It will be my pleasure to send additional information about Coast Guard Academy
selection procedures to any interested person.
* * *
SOLDIER OF PEACE. With the recent death of former Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan of
Israel, we have lost another great statesman of the Middle East.
Moshe Dayan, who grew up in the first Jewish kibbutz in Palestine, living side
by side with Arab neighbors, led Israeli soldiers to victory as a young officer. But
in later years he sought peace with as much ardor as he had fought wars.
I had the great privilege of meeting with him many times and always we heard his
plea for peace, for the right of Israel to exist as a nation, but not at the expense
of its neighbors whom he respected. We will miss this great soldier of peace.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME this week were: Rick Hotchkiss and David Oliveira of Brownsville;
Bill Weeks of Harlingen; Lila Burns and Alicia Guffey of McAllen and Jay Holford of
Mission. Also visiting was Gene Garrison of Odessa, formerly of Edinburg.
* * *
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